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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -22 are presented for examination. 

SPECIFICATION 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

3. The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence 
of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of 
which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Frey et al. 

6. Frey teaches the invention (claim 1) as claimed including a method of communicating 
message data between a plurality of subsystems which are distributed across a data 
communication network as a SYSPLEX network configuration grouping central processing 
complexes (e.g., see col. 3, lines 25-61), the method comprising: 

coupling the distributed subsystems together through a coupling means with a shared 
memory as a SYSPLEX configuration which allows one or more Central Processor Complexes 
(CPCs) to be coupled together for access to shared lists of data including message data (e.g., see 
Figure 1 and col. 4, lines 47-56); 
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providing at least one shared queue in the shared memory, the shared queue being shared 
for getting and putting message data among all of the distributed subsystems as the capability of 
placing or removing messages on the list as list users which allows the users to add, delete or 
move list entries to the lists in the list structure, getting message data is the retrieve of an item or 
message from a set of items or messages and putting message data is the placing of an item or 
message into a set of items (e.g., see col. 6, lines 1-7); 

providing access to the shared queue from each of the coupled subsystems with the 
shared queue being equivalent to the structured external storage (SES) facility of Figure 1 as all 
of the CPCs are directly coupled to the SES facility (e.g., see Figure 1 and col 4, line 47 to col. 
5, line 28); and, 

communicating the message data between all of the distributed subsystems by means of 
the shared queue as the SES facility (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 4, line 47 to col. 5, line 28). 

As to claim 2, Frey teaches the plurality of subsystems is a distributed network of 
resource managers as distributing different tasks across a number of CPCs in the SYSPLEX 
network configuration (e.g., see col. 5, lines 1-28). 

As to claim 3, Frey teaches the plurality of subsystems are all part of a sysplex (e.g., see 
col. 3, lines 26-61). 

As to claim 4, Frey teaches at least one application program is connected to a subsystem, 
and wherein the subsystem manages the message data for the at least one application program 
(e.g., see col. 5, line 1 to col. 6, line 56). 

As to claim 5, Frey teaches the coupling means is a coupling facility with data structures 
for at least one shared queue and a database (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 5, line 1 to col. 6, line 
56). 
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As to claim 6, Frey teaches the database stores queue definitions for at least one shared 
queue as the list structure which maintains information specifically related to the message data in 
the shared queue (e.g., see Figures 6-12 and col. 7, line 50 to col 10, line 34). 

As to claim 7, Frey teaches at least one shared queue includes a shared transmission 
queue (e.g., see col. 5, lines 1-28). 

As to claim 8, Frey teaches each subsystem has a long running process to check at least 
one shared queue for message data for that subsystem as each CPC being able to poll the SES 
support facility in the SYSPLEX as application programs are executed (e.g., see Figure 1 and 
col. 4, line 47 to col. 6, line 56). 

As to claim 9, Frey teaches the subsystems also have local non-shared queues as local 
queue environments (e.g., see col. 2, lines 48-56). 

As to claim 10, Frey teaches message data is sent from a first subsystem to a second 
subsystem by the first subsystem putting a message on a shared queue and the second subsystem 
getting the message from the shared queue as list user using the list entries including adding, 
deleting or moving a list entry (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 4, line 47 to col. 6, line 56). 
7. Frey teaches the invention (claim 1 1) as claimed including an apparatus for 
communicating message data, the apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of subsystems distributed across a data communication network as a 
SYSPLEX network which shares lists and processes different tasks (e.g., see col. 5, lines 1-28); 

a coupling means with a shared memory the shared memory having at least one shared 
queue (e.g., see Figure 1); 

means associated with each subsystem for accessing at least one shared queue, the shared 
queue being shared for getting and putting message data among all of the distributed subsystems 
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as any or all of the CPUs being capable of executing the same process (e.g., see col. 14, line 48 
to col. 18, line 37); and, 

the message data is communicated between all of the distributed subsystems by means of 
the shared queue (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 5, lines 1-28). 

As to claim 12, Frey teaches the plurality of subsystems is a distributed network of 
resource managers as distributing different tasks across a number of CPCs in the SYSPLEX 
network configuration (e.g., see col. 5, lines 1-28). 

As to claim 13, Frey teaches the plurality of subsystems are all part of a sysplex (e.g., see 
col. 3, lines 26-61). 

As to claim 14, Frey teaches at least one application program is connected to a subsystem 
and wherein the subsystem manages the message data for at least one application program (e.g., 
see col. 5, line 1 to col. 6, line 56). 

As to claim 15, Frey teaches the coupling means is a coupling facility with data structures 
for at least one shared queue and a database (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 5, line 1 to col. 6, line 
56). 

As to claim 16, Frey teaches the database stores the queue definitions for at least one 
shared queue as the list structure which maintains information specifically related to the message 
data in the shared queue (e.g., see Figures 6-12 and col. 7, line 50 to col. 10, line 34). 

As to claim 17, Frey teaches at least one shared queue includes a shared transmission 
queue (e.g., see col. 5, lines 1-28). 

As to claim 18, Frey teaches each subsystem has a long running process to check at least 
one shared queue for message data for that subsystem as each CPC being able to poll the SES 
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support facility in the SYSPLEX as application programs are executed (e.g., see Figure 1 and 
col. 4, line 47 to col. 6, line 56). 

As to claim 19, Frey teaches the subsystems also have local non-shared queues as local 
queue environments (e.g., see col. 2, lines 48-56). 

8. Frey teaches the invention (claim 20) as claimed including a computer program 
comprising computer readable program code for performing the following steps: 

providing at least one shared queue in a shared queue in a shared memory, the shared 
queue being shared for getting and putting data among all of a plurality of subsystems as a 
SYSPLEX configuration which allows one or more Central Processor Complexes (CPCs) to be 
coupled together for access to shared lists of data including message data (e.g., see Figure 1 and 
col. 4, lines 47-56); 

providing access to the shared queue from each of the plurality of subsystems coupled to 
the shared memory wherein the subsystems are distributed across a data communication network 
as the capability of placing or removing messages on the list as list users which allows the users 
to add, delete or move list entries to the lists in the list structure, getting message data is the 
retrieve of an item or message from a set of items or messages and putting message data is the 
placing of an item or message into a set of items (e.g., see col. 6, lines 1-7); and, 

communicating the data between all of the distributed subsystems by means of the shared 
queue as the SES facility (e.g., see Figure 1 and col. 4, line 47 to col 5, line 28). 

9. Frey teaches the invention (claim 21) as claimed including an apparatus for 
communicating message data within a distributed data communication network, the apparatus 
including a resource manager for receiving messages from input message queues and forwarding 
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the messages to destination message queues as a SYSPLEX network configuration grouping 
central processing complexes (e.g., see col. 3, lines 25-61), the resource manager including: 

a coupling facility manager component providing connection services for the resource 
manager to connect to a coupling facility list structure to perform operations on list structure 
entries including connect as the SES facility message processor (e.g., see Figure 1); 

a message retrieval agent for accessing at least one shared queue in shared memory 
associated with the coupling facility, the shared queue being shared for getting and putting 
messages among all the members of the distributed data communications network as the SES 
facility message processor which has the capability of placing or removing messages on the list 
as list users which allows the users to add, delete or move list entries to the lists in the list 
structure, getting message data is the retrieve of an item or message from a set of items or 
messages and putting message data is the placing of an item or message into a set of items (e.g., 
see col. 6, lines 1-7); and, 

wherein the message retrieval agent enables the resource manager of each member of the 
distributed data communications network to access the messages directly from the shared queue 
of a connected coupling facility by way of the message facility of each CPC (e.g., see Figure 1). 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MA TTER 

10. Claim 22 reads over the art of record as having limitations in combination with at least 
one queue manager, a channel initiator, local page sets and log data sets with a shared data 
repository storing queue definitions for at least one shared queue and being accessible from all 
queue managers. The shared data repository also has a data repository manager for controlling 
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connection, disconnection, reads, writes, deletes and update requests to the shared data 
repository. 

RESPONSE TO APPLICANTS REMARKS 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed April 14, 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

12. As to Frey not teaching the shared queue being shared for getting and putting message 
data among all of the distributed subsystems, this limitation is taught to the extent required by 
the actual claim language. Any or all of the CPCs, central processing complexes, are coupled to 
the SES, structured external storage, to facilitate the queuing of shared data objects or messages. 
Definitions of get and put operations are provided as supporting evidence that the CPCs are 
functionally getting and putting message data to/from the shared queue of the SES facility. Any 
of the CPCs can be designated as list users and the list users use list entry commands to add, 
delete or move list entries to the lists in the list structure with the list structure being a shared 
queue. All of the lists are in the same list structure which is the shared queue which means the 
CPCs identified as list users have access to the shared queue for getting and putting message data 
to/from the shared queue. 

CONCLUSION 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Reba I. Elmore, whose telephone number is (571) 272-4192. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-TH from 7:30am to 6:00pm, EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the art unit supervisor 
for AU 2187, Donald Sparks, can be reached for general questions concerning this application at 
(571) 272-4201 . Additionally, the official fax phone number for the art unit is (703) 746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Tech Center central telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 




Reba I. Elmore 
Primary Patent Examiner 



Art Unit 2187 



May 26, 2005. 



